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Lieutenant Eve Dallas returns in a fast-paced new novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author

J. D. Robb. Â  Nature versus nurture... Â The shots came quickly, silently, and with deadly

accuracy. Within seconds, three people were dead at Central Parkâ€™s ice-skating rink. The

victims: a talented young skater, a doctor, and a teacher. As random as random can be.Eve Dallas

has seen a lot of killers during her time with the NYPSD but never one like this. A review of the

security videos reveals that the victims were killed with a tactical laser rifle fired by a sniper, who

could have been miles away when the trigger was pulled. And though the list of locations where the

shooter could have set up seems endless, the number of people with that particular skill set is finite:

police, military, professional killer.Eveâ€™s husband, Roarke, has unlimited resourcesâ€”and

geniusâ€”at his disposal. And when his computer program leads Eve to the location of the sniper,

she learns a shocking fact: There were twoâ€”one older, one younger. Someone is being trained by

an expert in the science of killing, and they have an agenda. Central Park was just a warm-up. And

as another sniper attack shakes the city to its core, Eve realizes that though weâ€™re all shaped by

the people around us, there are those who are just born evil...From the Hardcover edition.
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Suspense

Itâ€™s a race against time as Eve and her team track down a long-distance serial killer in

Apprentice in Death. With no ties between the victims, no clues as to when or where the

master-apprentice duo will strike next, and a vast number of potential targets in a city like New York,

the tension is on high and Eve, Roarke, and company are running themselves ragged to take down

the killer.The In Death series can be generally divided between character-centric stories and

case-centric ones. Apprentice in Death is the latter, but even though my preference is for books with

character growth, I ended up loving this case. It was fascinating to watch the pieces of the puzzle

come together, and the more layers that were revealed about the stone-cold killerâ€™s character

the more my interested was piqued. The sheer number of potential victims weighs on Eve and her

team heavily, and it also added a tenseness to the tale that kept me turning the pages of the book

late into the night. Itâ€™s a twisted tale, though not in the usual sense; the apprentice is somewhat

reminiscent of an earlier In Death killer (and I canâ€™t reveal which character or the book

theyâ€™re from without spoiling this story). Equally appealing is watching how Eveâ€™s mind works

as she makes the connections that will lead her to master and apprentice. While a number of faces

old and new (Roarke in particular) are invaluable to solving this case, itâ€™s Eve and the unique

way she thinks that is the most fascinating to me.The In Death books can largely be read as

standalones, and Apprentice in Death is no exception. That being said, if this is your first foray into

the series the mystery will still be appealing, but the small, personal moments in the book might not

hold the appeal they do to readers more invested in the characters.
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